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INTERNATIONAL BUILDERS' SHOW

Language program's goal: safer work
sites
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mara K. Clarke
sentinel Staff Writer

L owwre's 15 putting its logo on a language-learming system produced by Fetention Education, a Califormia-
based company that has an office in Orlando,

The building-supplies retailler announced 1ts sponsorship of Sed de Saber Construction Edition Thursday
at the International Budders' Show The electronic cumiculum uses a modified version of the cluldren's
LeapFrog systemn to teach English to Spanish-speaking adults.

Az part of the sponsorship, Lowe's will offer the product at a discount to its cormercial customers. It
will be awvailable through Loowe's commercial Weh site, lowesforpros com.

"It'z awery significant event for us," satd Peter Grous, vice president of sales for Fetention Education.
Grous works in the company's Orlando office.

Fetention Education worlced wath the Home Bauilders Institute to develop the cumiculum, which wall
have a strong focus on worl site safety.

“We lnmowlanguage bamiers play a big role in safety onthe job site" sad Steve Kramer, a vice
president with the Home Builders Institute.

Inaddition to the Lowe's sponsarship, theMational Assodation of Home Builders has agreed to buy
15,000 urdts, Grows said.

And Pulte Homes 13 going to do a pilot test in South Florida, Anzona and Mevada, said Kan Laway,
national director of diversity and college recruting for the hotme builder. The compaty hopes the Sed de
Baber system will help brealks dovm language barners that may prolubit Hispanic worlcers from achiewing
their full potential.

"It's all part ofa design to create a more inclusive culture " Lawry said.



